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Parishioners FY 21/22   FY 20/21

Households

Individuals1

Catholics

Household Envelope Users

1,504

4,444

4,099

635

1,513

4,383

4,141

617

Sacramental Trends FY 21/22 FY 20/21

Baptisms

Marriages

Funerals

RCIA Candidates/Catechumens

First Eucharist

Confirmation

RCIC

19

5

16

5/1

22

26

3

11

5

20

7/0

49

84

4

Discipleship FY 21/22 FY 20/21

Pre-K – Eighth Grade

High School

LANE

Discipleship Total

75

32

200

307

93

20

325

438

Parish School: Corpus Christi FY 21/22 FY 20/21

OLL Students

SFDS Students

Other Students

Total Students

42

104

13

159

39

91

8

138

Catholic High School FY 21/22 FY 20/21

OLL Students 6 8

Parish Demographics

Cover: The year was bookended by a procession honoring our Lady 
(Assumption 2021) and another procession honoring our Lord in the 
Eucharist (Corpus Christi 2022)

Right:  First Communicants crown a statue of Mary in May 2022

1   FY 21/22  FY 20/21
 17 and Under 688 15% 718 16%
 18–24  516 12% 526 12%
 25–39  878 20% 820 19%
 40–59  1,153 26% 1,194 27%
 60–79  1,019 23% 951 22%
 80+  155 3% 155 4%
 Unknown 35 1% 19 0.5%
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Annual Contributions
7/1/20 - 6/30/21

Number of 
Households

Percentage of 
Households

$0

$1 – 499

$500 – 999

$1,000 – 2,999

$3,000 – 4,999

$5,000 – 6,999

$7,000 +

Total

869

211

123

197

46

29

29

1,504

59%

15%

8%

9%

1%

1%

1%

100%

Income FY 21/22 Actual FY 21/22 Budget FY 20/21 Actual

Offertory

Ministry2

Other3

Total Income

$    1,118,742

$       243,105

$    1,361,847

$    1,287,734

$       164,012

$    1,451,746

$    1,129,593

$       140,447

$       124,177

$    1,394,217

Expenses FY 21/22 Actual FY 21/22 Budget FY 20/21 Actual

Use of Reserve Funds5 $          61,705 $          23,480

Adjusted Net Income $      (219,656) $      (196,511) $       (75,184)

2 Grants, stipends, ministry donations, and tuition
3 FY20/21 Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness
4 CCCS tuition subsidy and capital projects, high school  
 subsidies
5	 Income	from	prior	years	designated	for	specific	expenses		
	 made	in	the	current	fiscal	year

Finance Council Members: Theresa Asselin (Chair), Becky Loeprich 
(Secretary), Brad Everest, Bob Fenton, and Alan Hughes

Non-Cash	Expense	
(Depreciation)

$      (197,623) $      (196,511) $     (197,251)

Net Surplus (Deficit) per P&L $      (281,361) $      (196,511) $       (98,664)

Net Operating Surplus 
(Deficit)

$       (83,738) $         98,587

Ministry $       187,372 $       197,518 $       170,045

Administration $       744,642 $       795,090 $       685,830

Facility $       186,469 $       139,283 $       150,191

School4 $       327,102 $       319,855 $       289,564

Total Expenses $    1,445,585 $    1,451,746 $    1,295,630

Offertory Breakdown

Financial Summary

$0 $1 - 499 $500 - 999

$1,000 - 2,999 $3,000 - 4,999 $5,000 - 6,999
$7,000 +
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Administration

Rectory Project
Every year  OLL works with our Buildings & Grounds Committee to 
identify	and	prioritize	large	capital	expenditures	to	repair,	upgrade,	
or	 replace	 fixed	 assets.	 This	 group,	 which	 includes	 volunteer	
experts	 from	 St.	 Francis	 de	 Sales	 and	 Our	 Lady	 of	 the	 Lake	
parishes, advises both Holland-area parishes and Corpus Christi 
Catholic School with facility maintenance, repair, and replacement 
decisions. Their assistance helps us become better stewards of 
assets and property owned by the parishes and our school.

In 2019, just before COVID changed our lives, the Buildings & 
Grounds	 Committee	 identified	 several	 maintenance	 issues	 that	
needed to be addressed at the rectory property, which includes two 
buildings	on	five	acres.	As	with	many	home	improvement	projects,	
the OLL “rectory project” required funding, lots of manual labor, and 
ultimately it grew into a much bigger project.

The summer of 2020 was the start of a two-and-a-half year, labor 
intensive	plan	to	repair,	restore,	and	upgrade	the	rectory	exterior	
and rectory grounds. This endeavor would not have been possible 
without	the	leadership,	labor,	and	financial	assistance	of	the	Knights	
of Columbus Council 7115 and other parishioners.  

Immediate needs were addressed right away: tree removal; roof, 
siding, and gutter cleaning; window caulking; pole barn cleaning 
and painting; and drywall installation and painting. Working at the 
rectory allowed us to realize that the rectory property and buildings 
were	falling	into	disrepair,	and	we	needed	to	expand	the	scope	of	
the project.

Funding was tight, especially during the pandemic, but the Knights 
and	OLL	vowed	to	find	a	solution.	Together,	we	pledged	not	only	to	
complete	the	work,	but	to	find	the	funding.	In	FY21/22,	volunteers	
replaced all the landscaping around the perimeter of the house and 
pole barn, added sidewalks, redirected downspouts and irrigation, 
and prepared the front and back yard for reseeding.   

The last item on our list was completed in September 2022 with 
additional	 financial	 support	 from	 the	 Corpus	 Christi	 Foundation.	
The two-track leading to the pole barn, which is used for storage 
by Corpus Christi Catholic School, OLL, and the Knights, was 
transformed into a more permanent driveway.

Thank	you	to	everyone	who	supported	this	project	financially,	and	
to those who provided countless hours of physical labor. In the end, 
over 3,870 volunteer hours were recorded!   

Our School
Corpus Christi Catholic School 
began the 2021–2022 school 
year on August 25. Though 
we continued to deal with the 
effects of the pandemic, we 
were grateful to once again 
welcome all of our staff and 
students back in person.

During the 2021–2022 school year, we were able to provide new 
technology tools to our teachers through the use of federal and 
local grant funds. We replaced aging Chromebook devices for our 
middle	school	students	and	expanded	our	1:1	technology	initiative	
to provide Chromebooks to all students in grades K–8. We also 
replaced aging classroom sets of iPads to allow for students to use 

new coding and programming 
tools,	expanding	their	exposure	
to new skills and talents. While 
we appreciate the opportunity 
to	 increase	 this	 exposure,	 we	
still recognize technology as 
one tool in a myriad of ways to 
teach our children, as nothing 
can replace the value of the 
student–teacher relationship.

Through grants provided by the Corpus Christi Foundation and 
the Catholic Foundation of West Michigan, we also were able to 
expand	our	theology	studies	in	all	grades	to	include	age	appropriate	
resources for Theology of the Body lessons. We were able to 
provide the Ruah Woods Press Rooted curriculum for all students 
grades K–8 so they can come to better know themselves and the 
beauty of the human person as God designed us.

Community Life
Our community life is centered on Christ, who reveals himself in 
the liturgy and walks with us through everyday life. During the past 
year we settled back into the ordinary rhythms of parish life after 
two	years	of	disruption.	We	began	the	fiscal	year	by	 launching	a	
new	parish	website	and	adding	text	messaging	as	another	option	
for	parish	updates.	Our	first	major	event	was	a	well-attended	parish	
picnic and Marian procession for the Assumption. We added a few 
new parish guilds and groups in the fall. We also launched the 
Our Lady — Our Parish campaign to encourage all parishioners to 
invest in our local church. After focusing on praying for deceased 
parishioners in November, we moved into a new liturgical year with 
an Advent and Christmas program that included a parish retreat and 
seasonal resources. Early in 2022 we celebrated Catholic Schools 
Week,	Candlemas,	and	our	parish’s	first	blessing	of	throats	on	St.	
Blase’s Day. A Mardi Gras party before Ash Wednesday helped us 
refocus on serving God and our parish as we headed into Lent. Our 
Lenten and Easter program included a retreat and seasonal events 
that	culminated	with	the	Easter	Vigil	Mass	and	reception	and	our	first	
Easter	Egg	Hunt	since	2019.	Spring	also	saw	Confirmations,	First	
Communions, our May Crowning, commemorations of Mother’s 
and Father’s Days, and the Graduation Mass. We concluded the 
fiscal	 year	 with	 our	 Corpus	 Christi	 procession,	 which	 kicked	 off	
the Eucharistic Revival. The year was bookended by processions 
that reminded us of our Lady’s patronage and our Lord’s presence 
among us in the Eucharist. These themes will remain at the heart 
of our community life in the new year.
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Worship
A Growing Music Ministry

2021–2022 brought 
a wonderful, full year 
of choir! The Liturgy 
Choir sang weekly for 
Sunday Mass, as well 
as for several feasts and 
solemnities, Holy Week, 
and the Stations of the 
Cross. The choir also 
helped lead music for our 
Marian and Corpus Christi 
processions with various chants and hymns. Our Resurrection 
Choir also returned, providing music for funerals and All Souls’ 
Day. We welcomed several new cantors and choir members to our 
ministry and have been focused on recruitment and growth. We 
are grateful for all of our choir members and cantors who continue 
to give of their time, talent, and treasure in service of our music 
ministry. 

We took a closer look at the psalms throughout the past year. This 
began with a LANE course in the fall of 2021: “The Cry of Our 
Hearts: Singing the Psalms.” This course was collectively taught 
by Audrey Thomas, Fr. Michael Burt, Fr. Nick Monco, and Greg 
Smith. Each week of the course discussed both a theological and 
a musical element of the psalms and provided historical, biblical, 
and	liturgical	context.	In	June	of	2022,	we	moved	the	Responsorial	
Psalm to the ambo. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
prescribes that the Responsorial Psalm be “sung or recited by 
the psalmist or cantor at the ambo” (GIRM 61), as the ambo is 
the designated place for the proclamation of the Word of God. 
This movement has helped us grow in liturgical and theological 
understanding of the Responsorial Psalm’s integral role in the 
Liturgy of the Word. 

In the fall of 2021, 
many Corpus Christi 
students participated 
in school Masses as 
cantors. By February 
2022, we were able to 
begin a small school 
choir with eight singers 
from grades 6–8. The 
school choir also sang 
for First Communion and 
Ascension Masses at 

OLL.	This	year,	we	are	excited	to	grow	the	school	choir	and	expand	
our repertoire. We currently have 18 choir members in grades 4–8 
signed up for the 2022-2023 school year and are off to a great start!

Parish Care
Thanks to two gracious volunteers, birthday cards are being sent to 
parishioners over 70. Christmas gifts and cards were given to each 
of our home/facility-based parishioners and plans are under way 
for this year’s Christmas season. We continue to work on updating 
the emergency contact list for parishioners. 

The collaborative work group with St. Peter in Douglas and St. 
Francis de Sales in Holland to more effectively serve area Catholics 
residing in skilled and assisted facilities is progressing. A number 
of	Catholics	 in	 facilities	 have	 been	 identified	 and	 are	 now	being	
brought the Body and presence of Christ by visitation ministers. 

We continue to sponsor support groups for widows/widowers 
(Widowed Friends), those coping with cancer (Witness to Hope), 
and	with	atrial	fibrillation	(A	Fibbers).	Our	first	group	of	BeFrienders	
Ministers was commissioned this year and are actively serving 
parishioners. 

We have a loan closet of durable medical equipment free for 
parishioners use, and are resuming monthly blood pressure 
screenings.	All	first	aid	kits	were	refurbished	and	new,	more	visible	
signage was installed. We hold an annual blood drive, provide grief 
support, and hold educational programs on health-related topics. 
This fall, in conjunction with the Mission and Community Life 
Departments, we offered a three-part educational series on mental 
health and suicide. 

All of these programs take volunteers to make them happen. We 
have a need for more visitation ministers for both facility and home 
visits. Blood pressure screeners are also needed for all three 
Masses.

Mission
Since	 the	 Mission	 Department’s	 focuses	 on	 extending	 God’s	
Kingdom beyond the boundaries of our parish building, we provided 
parishioners with many opportunities to put their faith into action 
throughout 2021–2022. Parishioners were generous participants 
in several monetary and in-kind collections, volunteered numerous 
hours at our partner agencies, and helped our parish to be present 
in our north Holland community as a resource to our brothers and 
sisters in need. 

We donated time, talent, and treasure throughout this past year 
as we supported several area agencies to help those in need of 
assistance in the Holland community. We donated $14,500 in 
agency support to Doors of Hope, Gateway Mission, Kids’ Food 
Basket, Lakeshore Habitat for Humanity, the St. Vincent de Paul 
Center, and the West Michigan Deanery’s Migrant Ministry. In 
August, we collected school supplies for Corpus Christi Catholic 
School. In December, we collected Christmas presents and 
household items for the women and children at the Resilience 
domestic violence shelter, and we donated socks and eyeglasses 
to	 the	diocesan	Prison	and	Jail	Ministry.	 In	March,	as	part	of	our	
Lenten	sacrifice	and	in	honor	of	St.	Joseph,	we	had	a	large	food	
drive for the St. Vincent de Paul Center in addition to our weekly 
food	collection.	In	April	and	June,	we	collected	gift	items	for	the	men	
and women residing at the Gateway Mission shelters. In May, we 
collected	hygiene	items	for	the	diocesan	Prison	and	Jail	Ministry’s	
offenders’ success summit. 

We	 also	 supported	 those	 who	 called	 the	 parish	 office	 needing	
individual assistance. We were able to assist 11 families both in the 

parish	and	outside	of	the	parish	with	approximately	$6,800	in	basic	
needs,	medical	expenses,	rent	assistance,	transportation	repairs,	
funeral	expenses,	and	household	emergencies.	Through	Gateway	
Mission’s Corners of Your Field program, parishioners donated 
$34,000 worth of gently-used items. This resulted in a $1,700 in gift 
cards that came back to OLL and were distributed to those calling 
the parish in need of clothing and household items available at the 
thrift store.
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Discipleship
The Year of Discipleship Summary

This past year, many children and youth returned to in-person 
learning. To meet the many needs of our parish families, we also 
offered an online learning platform with catechist support from 
our	experienced	Discipleship	 staff.	 LANE	Kids,	which	offers	K–6	
learning based upon the newly mandated diocesan curriculum, 
benefited	our	home	schoolers	and	in-person	OLL	5th graders, and 
it was used as the full faith formation program for grades K–6 by 
two parishes in our diocese. Additionally, multiple parishes in our 
diocese and the diocese of Lansing sent their home schoolers onto 
our learning platform for catechesis and sacrament preparation. 
LANE	Kids	expanded	to	include	in-depth	lesson	plans	for	catechists	
and weekly newsletters for parents so they can know more fully 
what their children are learning in class and to support families with 
creative ideas and ways to bring the faith into their homes and 
their everyday lives all week long, fostering faithful discipleship and 
developing the minds and hearts of Catholic families.

In addition, our in-person preschool–4th graders returned to our 
atria with our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) program, 
which includes a Montessori style of learning with hands-on articles 
including	biblical	narratives	and	exploration	of	the	Mass.	Returning	
after the pandemic negatively impacted our pool of catechists and 
those willing to train to become CGS catechists, which requires 
80+ hours per level. Keeping this program going into the future 
will be a great challenge and may mean that we will need to shift 
our programming to a curriculum requiring less intensive catechist 
training	should	we	not	find	more	catechists	willing	 to	 train	 in	 this	
methodology. In the meantime, we are searching for parishioners 
that may be interested in training in the CGS model of faith 
formation	 and	 exploring	 what	 the	 future	 may	 hold	 for	 the	 CGS	
program’s viability at OLL.

Our middle and high school 
youth	 classes	 benefited	 from	
a return to the classroom with 
many social events, lively 
classes,	 and	 field	 trips.	 RCIA	
brought	 six	 adults	 and	 two	
children into full communion 
with the Catholic Church. 
Participants in RCIA enjoyed a 
hybrid model of both in-person 

and online learning. This mode of learning was so well received that 
we plan to continue with this innovative learning style, as it is very 
accessible	 to	most	 anyone’s	 schedule.	RCIA	 included	 faith-filled	
content which grew new disciples of Christ in our catechumens and 
candidates.

Discipleship Accomplishments for 2021–2022
Preschool and Elementary: 28 OLL students celebrated the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and received First Communion in 
the 2021–2022 year. We offered levels 1–2 of Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd and grades K–6 with LANE Kids in-person or 
online. In all, 75 children preschool–8th graders participated in OLL 
programming.

Middle School: This	past	spring,	26	OLL	Confirmation	candidates	
were	Confirmed	 by	 Bishop	Walkowiak	 at	 the	Cathedral	 of	 Saint	
Andrew on March 1, 2022! We had an incredible group that spent 

their Sundays preparing for the sacrament at Youth Group, along 
with attending the SHINE Middle School Conference this past 
spring.

High School: Our theme for high school Life Teen this past year 
was “Hope,” which was so encouraging coming out of the last two 
years with the pandemic. Our high schoolers shared this hope 
with our parish community when they brought hope to some of 
our home-based parishioners. They found their own hope with a 
Sunday night series on the Holy Spirit, Christ’s Resurrection, and 
the hope found in his Church. We also had our biggest group attend 
this past summer’s Steubenville Conference in four years with 25 
teens	for	an	amazing	weekend	of	experiencing	more	of	the	Lord’s	
goodness!	We	are	so	excited	for	all	that	God	has	in	store	for	our	
youth in the coming 2022–2023 year!

Adults and Families: Six	 adults	 and	 two	 children	 journeyed	
through the RCIA/RCIC programs and were received into the 
Church at the Easter Vigil Mass. Please continue to prayer for our 
neophytes in their inaugural year of living out their Catholic faith.

Nineteen families received baptismal preparatory instruction and 
celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism. We are currently still seeing 
an increase in Baptisms. This is evidence of new life in our parish 
community!

Carla Niziolek, as a procurator advocate, journeyed with adult 
parishioners seeking annulments as they returned to the fullness 
of Catholic Church.

The parish was enriched by having a FORMED.org membership. 
The RCIA utilized the Symbolon program on FORMED as part of 
their RCIA instruction, and 307 OLL families registered for free on 
FORMED.org	and	took	advantage	of	this	excellent	resource.

Discipleship Goals for 2022–2023
Preschool and Elementary:

• Offer options to parents to choose the best mode of receiving 
Discipleship curriculum for their children, with options to 
include in-person CGS, traditional instruction with LANE 
Kids, and a premium online homeschooling option.

• Recruit the CGS catechists needed to keep this program 
going into the future.

• Continue to evolve LANE Kids to meet our parish’s formation 
needs, directly matching the evolving diocesan curricula.

• Continually improve collaboration, communication, and 
program offerings with all our OLL families and their children.

Middle School:
• Continue our Edge and Purpose middle school and 

Confirmation	programs.
• Engage	students	and	families	with	retreats	and	experiences	

beyond traditional catechesis.  
• Provide	 excellent	 preparation	 for	 the	 Sacrament	 of	

Confirmation	with	our	Purpose	programming	and	meet	the	
needs of our youth and their families.

High School:
• Continue	Life	Teen	programming,	retreats,	and	experiences,	

and work to increase high school participation.
• Focus on the life of St. Paul in 2022–2023, focused on his 

life’s	work	through	his	writings,	his	example	of	conversion,	
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and	his	discipleship,	as	we	learn	from	his	great	example	and	
in turn grow into disciples of Christ.

Adults and Families:
• Grow participation and disciples of Christ through LANE, 

RCIA, Baptism prep, Marriage prep, FORMED.org, and 
through	new	and	engaging	course	offerings	and	experiences.	

Discipleship (continued)

LANE in 2021–2022
LANE’s learning platform had over 650 household subscriptions 
in its fourth year! 200 household subscriptions were OLL families.  
LANE offered seasonal programs in Lent and Advent that all people 
with internet access worldwide could utilize free of cost! LANE 
also shared many resources provided by One Whirling Adventure, 
created by Director of Ministries and Dean of LANE, Greg Smith. 
Staff members were also featured in the Considering Catholicism 
podcast, which endeavors to spread the truth about the Catholic 
faith to all, including those considering converting.

LANE offered a ten-episode series 
entitled “American Pilgrimages.” There 
were	nine	adult	courses	to	experience	
the truth, goodness, and beauty of the 
Catholic Church, including classes on 
the Bible, doctrine, prayer/liturgy, social 
teaching, and pilgrimage. LANE offered 
a	field	trip	to	Detroit	that	included	a	full	
charter	bus	of	travelers,	and	a	field	trip	
to the Cathedral of Saint Andrew. Both 
included participants from multiple 
parishes.	 LANE	 expanded	 to	 include	
an audio course on the Bible, seasonal 
content, liturgical training, and family programming.

LANE Kids
LANE Kids was created by Carla Niziolek, Director of Discipleship 
and Director of LANE, to meet the new diocesan curriculum to 
best serve the K–6 students of our parish and beyond. LANE Kids 
can be utilized in-person (with a catechist leading the lessons) 
or virtually (both with a catechist or as a home school option. 
Each lesson outcome is sequenced to utilize multiple strategies 
to convey the Catholic faith in a dynamic and easily accessible 
way,	including	interactive	videos,	songs,	meditations,	experiential	
activities, catechists lesson plans, and family newsletters. In all, 
630 participants from our parish and across West Michigan utilized 
LANE Kids in the 2021–2022 school year!

LANE Goals for 2022–2023
• Offer new and innovative courses and opportunities to grow as 

disciples through the LANE and LANE Kids learning platform.
• Grow household subscriptions and number of adult and 

children learners.

Our Sister Parish in Haiti
1. School Lunch Program:	There	are	approximately	250–300	

children who attend Christ the King School in Labranle. We 
supplement a lunch for the children. This is often the only meal 
the children have for the day. Costs continue to rise, especially 
this	year	with	 the	political	unrest	creating	 rapid	 inflation	and	
gasoline price increases and shortages.

2. Teacher Salaries: We supplement the wages of teachers at 
the school. The quality of the education is considered the best 
in the area due to the high quality teachers.

3. Fr. Effener’s Stipend: Father uses these funds to support a 
variety	of	needs	at	Sts.	Anne	and	Joachim	Parish.

4. Fr. Effener’s Annual Visit to OLL: This visit brings awareness 
and facilitate fundraising. Fr. Effener visited us for a week and 
celebrated	 all	 the	Masses	 on	 the	 first	 Sunday.	 The	 Knights	
of Columbus hosted a pancake breakfast and all proceeds 
went to the Haiti fund. Fr. Effener was able to meet with many 
people and talk about the needs of his parishioners.

5. Sunday Mass Meal Program: Fr. Effener appealed to OLL 
in	 his	 homily,	 explaining	 that	many	 of	 his	 parishioners	walk	
over 1.5 hours to attend Mass. Hunger is a serious issue, 
and Fr. Effener requested that we support a Sunday meal for 
the parishioners. We supported one meal per month and are 
planning to support a second meal per month as of September 
2022 with additional funds that were pledged for this purpose.

6. Latrine Project: Christ the King school had a nonfunctional 
latrine for the school children. OLL was able to support the 
building of a new latrine for the school, which was completed in 
August 2022. $25,000 of the $29,000 for the project was given 
by the Sweere Foundation. A grant request was completed by 
the committee and the funding was approved in May 2022.

7. Quarterly Prayer Announcements: Based on Haiti’s patron 
saints’ feast days, these have brought some additional 
awareness and prayer support for Haiti.

8. Giving: Contributions have been steady from the previous 
years, primarily through the monthly envelope collections. This 
year we received two special gifts from the Sweere Foundation 
totaling $45,000, which helped fund the latrine project and the 
food ministry for the school and Sunday Mass meals.

9. Haiti Committee: Twelve active OLL parishioners have served 
on the committee for several years. The committee is open to 
adding new members with a heart for this ministry.

10. Pilgrimages: This has been a part of the OLL Haiti Ministry 
from the beginning. However, due to political unrest, travel to 
Haiti is unsafe. We hope we can resume trips in the future to 
expose	our	parishioners	to	the	needs	of	the	Haitian	people.

We learned from Fr. Effener’s visit to OLL that the greatest needs 
are for food, education, clean drinking water, and transportation. 
Haiti is essentially in a state of anarchy, and food and fuel are scare. 
OLL can support these needs but is limited by available funds. Our 
impact	is	significant	to	the	parishioners	of	Sts.	Anne	and	Joachim,	
but it could be greater with additional funding. The needs are great 
and our support through prayer and almsgiving truly serves some 
of our Haitian brothers and sisters’ needs. “Much will be required of 
the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of 
the person entrusted with more” (Luke 12:48).



I would like to thank you for the many ways you share your time, 
talents, and treasure. Without you, we would not be able to offer and 
do the many wonderful things that OLL has to offer. I am grateful 
for	 the	many	people	who	serve	as	ushers,	 lectors,	extraordinary	
ministers of the Eucharist, and altar servers. Maybe God is calling 
you to serve in one of these ministries.

I am also grateful to everyone who supports us through our 
weekly offertory. We can’t do it without you! The current economy 
is challenging. The cost of food and gas has risen substantially. 
The return on investments in the stock market has impacted many 
people. As we stay the course, we remember that all that we have 
and all that we are comes from God. Today we have an opportunity 
to	reflect	on	where	we	are	in	regards	to	sharing	our	treasure.		

Thank you to the many parishioners who participate in online giving 
and support us through the weekly offertory. I would ask that you 
review what you are giving. Is it possible to increase your support 
to the parish? Once again, thank you for the support you are 
providing. I am truly grateful!

I would like to reiterate something I said in last year’s annual report. 
There will be challenges ahead because we live in challenging 
times. Following Christ is not easy in a culture that increasingly 
marginalizes the Catholic faith. We all know of family members, 
neighbors,	and	coworkers	that	need	Jesus	Christ	and	the	ministry	
of his Church. As a parish, Our Lady of the Lake is called to share 
the light of the Gospel. 

Many parishioners are not currently coming to Mass. Some of them 
might be members of your family or among your friends. We need 
to reach out and invite them back to Mass. Take a moment to give 
them a call or send them a note or email and ask them to return 
to the faith community that misses and needs them. Invite them to 
come home. 

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Michael Burt

A Message From Our Pastor
Dear brothers and sisters,

Can you believe how fast the 
last	year	has	flown	by?	It	feels	
like just yesterday that I was 
writing my letter for the 2020–
2021 OLL Annual Report.  

I am grateful for the warm 
welcome you gave me when 
my assignment as pastor 
began	on	July	1,	2021.	Shortly	
after that, Bishop Walkowiak 
came and installed me as 
pastor of Our Lady of the Lake.

We continue to look for ways 
to encourage and invite parishioners to return to Mass. Parishes 
throughout our diocese face this same challenge. Watching 
Mass online was something we had to do, but now it is time to 
return. Attending Mass is vital to our spiritual lives. We need the 
experience	of	being	part	of	a	vibrant	faith	community—of	belonging.	
As a community, we pray for and support one another. Listening 
to God’s Word as it is proclaimed during the liturgy can be life-
changing. The pearl of great price for us as Catholics is receiving 
the	real	presence,	body	and	blood,	soul	and	divinity,	of	Jesus	in	the	
Eucharist.

This	 Annual	 Report	 is	 filled	 with	 information	 about	 the	 many	
ministries our parish offers. It is an opportunity to look back at where 
we were and what we have done. It also invites us to look to the 
future. What are our hopes and our dreams for 2022–2023? Our 
spiritual lives have been enriched by the many programs offered 
here at the parish. We can then ask ourselves where and to what 
is God calling us.

We	are	called	to	make	and	teach	disciples.	As	followers	of	Jesus	
Christ, we must be witnesses not only locally but globally as well. 
Most importantly, we must be boldly and authentically Catholic. 
When	people	see	us,	are	they	able	to	see	and	experience	the	light	
of Christ? Do they see something in us that causes them to say, “I 
want that... I want what they have”?

480 152nd Avenue, Holland, MI 49424
oll.org  —  616-399-1062 

Emergency After Hours: 616-283-4675 
Facebook and the myParish app

Sunday Vigil Mass: Sat 5 p.m.
Sunday Morning Mass: 9 and 11 a.m.
Daily Mass: Tue 12 p.m., Thu–Fri 9 a.m.
Reconciliation: Thu 6 p.m., Sat 9 a.m.
Office and Chapel: Tue–Thu 8 a.m. – 

4:30 p.m., Fri 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

12100 Quincy Street, Holland, MI 49424
corpuschristischool.us  —  616-796-2300

Mass: Wed 8:45 a.m. (see calendar)

Pastor: Fr. Michael Burt, ext.	106,	
frmichael@oll.org

Director of Ministries: Greg Smith, 
ext.	113,	gsmith@oll.org

Director of Administration: Melissa 
Linderman, ext.	104, 
mlinderman@oll.org

Administrative Assistant: Katie Wells, 
ext.	102,	kwells@oll.org

Director of Sacred Music: Audrey 
Thomas, ext.	119,	athomas@oll.org

Liturgical Coordinator: Debbie Kraus, 
ext.	112,	dkraus@oll.org

Mission Coordinator: Alyssa Gaerte, 
ext.	109,	agaerte@oll.org

Parish Nurse/Parish Care 
Coordinator: Pat Whitaker, ext.	203,	
parishnurse@oll.org

Director of Discipleship: Carla 
Niziolek, ext.	114,	cniziolek@oll.org

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Erin 
Pilarski, ext.	103,	epilarski@oll.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Adam 
McNutt, ext.	123,	amcnutt@oll.org

Director of Community Life: Cory 
Lakatos, ext.110,	clakatos@oll.org

Hospitality Coordinator: Miki Brierty, 
ext.	108,	mbrierty@oll.org


